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SUBJECT: INITIAL PROCESSING OF BOAT REFUGEES UNDER LRP 
REE: (A) HONG KONG 8142 AND (B) STATE 163220 

1. AT REQUEST OF ASST POLITICAL ADVISOR ORR, CONFOFF BRIEFED 
HIM ON NEW PAROLE PROGRAM INCLUDING PROCESSING DISCUSSED 
REE (B). ORR EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN THAT INABILITY OF UNHCR 
ESTABLISH OFEICE ARRANGEMENT HERE ON SCHEDULE AND BACKLOG 
OF ALMOST 600 UNHCR BIOGRAPHIC FORMS TO BE COMPLETED COULD 
WORK TO HONG KONG’S DISADVANTAGE UNDER INITIAL STAGES NEW 
PROGRAM. 

2. ORR SAID THAT CARPENTER NOW SCHEDULED ARRIVE ON JUNE 30, BUT 
IT WILL TAKE TIME FOR HIM TO INITIATE NEW OEFICE ARRANGEMENT 
AND CLEAN UP PRESENT BACKLOG. THIS MEANS THAT IE PRESENT 
CUT-OFF DATE REMAINS JULY 1, THERE WILL BE NO NEW REEUGEES 
CATEGORIZED UNDER LGP BY THAT DATE. HE ADDED WHILE THIS 
WILL MEAN DELAY OF ONE MONTH EOR THOSE IN CATEGORIES I 

AND 11, IT COULD BE MORE SERIOUS FOR THOSE WHO MIGHT BE 
ELIGIBLE UNDER CATEGORIES III AND IV. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 08279 290452Z 


3. HKG EXPECTS THAT BOAT ARRIVALS HERE WILL CONTINUE IN LARGE 
NUMBERS IN JULY AND AUGUST. ORR SAID THAT IT IS CLEAR 
TO HKG EVERY EFEORT MUST BE MADE TO PERSUADE OTHER 
COUNTRIES TO RESETTLE HONG KONG BOAT CASES AND HE HOPES 
AFTER UK QUOTA OF 50 REFUGEES IS FILLED 
LONDON CAN BE PERSUADED TO SET ANOTHER QUOTA. 
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4. REQUEST DEPT'S COMMENTS THAT WE CAN PASS ON TO ORR. WHILE 
CEP WAS NOT DISCUSSED WITH HIM, WE HOPE THAT IT WILL BE 
POSSIBLE TO USE SOME CONDITIONAL ENTRY NUMBERS HERE FOR 
BOAT REEUGEES (REE (A)). 

5. COMMENT: FACT THAT ASST POLITICAL ADVISOR NOW DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN BOAT REEUGEE MATTERS IS FURTHER INDICATION OF 
HKG DESIRE TO AVOID ANY LARGE BUILD UP OF REFUGEES. 

ARRIVALS OF MIGRANTS TO HONG KONG FROM CHINA ARE NOW 
AVERAGING 180 DAILY AND THE ESTIMATED 140,000 SINO- 
VIETNAMESE NOW IN CHINA, SOME OF WHO HAVE RELATIVES 
HERE, ENTER INTO HKG CONCERN TO SEE BOAT REEUGEES RESETTLED 
ON TIMELY BASIS. 

SHOESMITH 
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